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TODAY: Community Organizations Join to Call Out Voter Intimidation 

in Hillsborough County 

 

TAMPA, FL– On Thursday, October 29th, political organizations and advocates including 

Florida for All Education Fund, Organize Florida, NAACP and the Florida Immigrant 

Coalition are joining to express concern for Florida voters ahead of an in-person rally at the 

Raymond James Stadium. This is troubling information because the location also serves as an 

early voting site and we have seen how COVID-19 cases follow in the wake of these rallies in 

other states where the coronavirus already is spiking. 

 

This event also has the potential to cause significant disruptions in traffic flow and street 

closures that will delay or prevent Tampa residents from casting votes at Raymond James, 

which is an early voting site. It is beyond reason that a political rally should be scheduled at the 

same location as an early voting site, especially one where CDC guidelines around COVID-19 

safety will not be enforced. It is unsafe to host this event during a pandemic, in the final days 

of early voting, at an early voting location. Nothing should disrupt people’s constitutional right 

to vote, and voters should feel safe going to cast their vote at early voting and election day 

polling locations. 

 

“Voters seeking to exercise their fundamental right to vote at an official voting location should 

not be pressured to stay home or choose a less convenient polling place in order to 

accommodate a partisan event and avoid voter intimidation,” said Florida State Team Lead 

for LDF’s Voting Rights Defender and Prepared to Vote Projects Michael Pernick. 

“Permitting a campaign to host a large political rally that will close down streets at an early 

voting site and encouraging voters to go elsewhere is unacceptable. Above all else, government 

officials must ensure a smooth and safe election and protect voters from intimidation.” 

 

The organizations are very concerned about the plan to permit a rally at an early voting site 

solely because The CDC clearly states in it’s voter guide: individuals should wear a mask, 

avoid those who are unmasked, and maintain a safe distance from others (6 feet apart). The 

presence of a rally paired with the already long lines of early voting locations will further crowd 

the area fostering an environment for a “superspreader event”. 
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“With so much at stake this election, no one should have to choose between casting their vote 

and their life,” said Robin Lockett, Tampa Regional Director, Organize Florida 

Education Fund. “This is an obvious and gross display of voter intimidation and actively works 

to make an early voting location less safe, both, in terms of COVID safety measures and voter’s 

ability to vote freely.” 

 

“We have not rounded the corner with Covid-19. Number of cases are going up in the state and 

across the country. The City of Tampa has reported 1,437 new cases in Hillsborough County 

over the past seven days. Just like in other rallies led by the current president, we can expect 

many people not wearing face masks, not social distancing, and violating CDC guidelines.”,  

said Joanne Pérodin, Climate Justice Program Manager, New Florida Majority. “Floridians 

voters should not have to sacrifice their health or that or their loved ones when going out to 

vote. All Floridians have the right to vote and to do so safely. This means people should wear 

masks, social distance, not mingle with people who want to be safe.” 

 

“What about all of the folks that took off work - that couldn’t afford to - and came all the way on a 

bus (they weren’t sure would make it)  to do their civic duty and go vote. What about public 

health? What about their rights? The man that calls himself president couldn’t care less about 

struggles he will never understand.”  said Zulema Ramos from Tampa Bay Housing Justice 

Committee in collaboration with Florida Student Power Network. “And I’m only in my 20’s, I 

can’t imagine how the older generations might feel. This is like putting confederate monuments 

in front of courthouses: blatant intimidation. This is not what freedom and democracy look like.” 

 

 

WHO: Organize Florida, Florida for All Education Fund, and the Florida Immigrant Coalition, 

Tampa Bay Housing Justice Committee 

 

WHERE: Join via Zoom 

 

WHEN: Thu Oct 29, 2020 1:00pm - 1:30pm 
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https://zoom.us/j/99562073243?pwd=VVJMcGcvQzhhRGRiVnh5eEZHYWUwUT09

